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Three Pillars of Christian Faith

What Makes Easter, Easter for You?

Years ago | brought my son Noah when he was just ten years old to Moscow with me. | had a two week teaching
assignment at a Christian college and when | got finished each day, we would go out and explore the city. One time
we left at rush hour to go to Red Square and as we entered the Metro station, to our dismay, we discovered how busy
it was at that time. Massive amounts of people stood in line pushing their way toward the turnstiles to enter the loading
platforms. It literally felt like we were toothpaste being squeezed from a tube. Each person was squished against
another four as we made our way toward the turnstiles. Suddenly | realized to my horror that Noah was not next to me.
As if by the rising tide, he had been pushed out into the sea of humanity and | could not locate him. Looking out above
the crowd | in a panic scanned about. Finally | started to yell out Noah’s name and at the same time prayed for God’s
help. Suddenly he turned around and | spotted him. Have you ever been lost or had one of your kids disappear and
could not find your child? One of the great all-time movies is Finding Nemo and the entire story revolves around Marlin
trying to find his son Nemo who was captured by a scuba diver and taken away to be sold as a pet. Today we will talk
about three of the pillars of the Christian faith. The first is lost sheep. We are all sinners and as Jesus put it, “lost
sheep”. Our big idea today is: Celebrate for Christ is Risen.

Jesus told a parable that perfectly describes your condition. He said there was a shepherd who had a hundred sheep
but one wandered away and the shepherd left the ninety-nine to find the one. And when he finds it, he joyfully puts
it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with
me; | have found my lost sheep.' | tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. (Luke 15: 5-7 NIV)
Because all of us have sinned, we all are in the same critical situation as the lost sheep. for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, (Romans 3: 23 NIV) Why is it an issue to be a lost sheep, to be a sinner? The Bible says it
is the most grievous predicament you face because it determines your eternal fate. For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6: 23 NIV) Your response to your sinning is the
most important decision you will ever make. The Bible makes it clear that if you do not put your faith in Jesus Christ as
your Savior, you will die in your sin and be judged by God for it. You will not be in the book of life. If anyone's name
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20: 14b-15 NIV) To be a
lost sheep, a sinner is the worst possible situation you can face and your condition is desperate.

The second pillar we will discuss is the Loving Savior. The Bible is filled with statements describing what God thinks of
you as a sinner, as a lost sheep. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. (Romans 5: 8 NIV) Let's do this, repeat this verse but then replace us with your name and say it
aloud. Do the same for 1 John 4: 16. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. (1 John 4: 16a NIV)
Again, make 1 John 4: 10 personal by replacing we with your name, us with your name and our with your first name.
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
(1 John 4; 10 NIV) The truth is, despite being a sinner and lost, God loves you, loves you desperately. Imagine a
mother who can’t swim, watching in horror as her four year old son who also cannot swim falls overboard. What would
she do? Her love for him would throw her into the water in a desperate attempt to save him. God loves you so much
that He died on the cross to take your sin from you and give you eternal life. Do this again replacing now your name
for world in the famous Bible verse, John 3:16. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3: 16 NIV)

Your sins not only keep you from heaven, they also leave you corrupted and not worth having in heaven, God Himself
took up the task of taking out of you your sins and making you in the end perfect and good. For God took the sinless
Christ and poured into him our sins. Then, in exchange, he poured God's goodness into us! (2 Corinthians 5: 21
TLB) After Jesus was slapped and ridiculed and flogged with the flesh ripped off his body, nails were driven through
His hands and legs and He was hung on a cross until He gave up His life there. That is when Jesus made the most
important declaration you will ever hear. "It is finished." (John 19: 30b NIV) Your sins are forgiven. Now you can
have eternal life and salvation without cost to you. You have a Loving Savior.
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The third pillar is the Lord’s Smirk. Let your mind fix upon a few details of events leading up to Easter. Many, perhaps
hundreds or even thousands screamed, “Crucify Him”, when Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor offered to free Jesus.
The Jewish religious authorities and especially the High Priest himself were all afraid that if Jesus continued, He would
take from them the love and respect of the Jewish people and cost them their jobs. They literally believed if Jesus
continued to grow in popularity, the nation would be ruined. Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high
priest that year, spoke up, "You know nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one man
die for the people than that the whole nation perish." (John 11: 49-50 NIV) The religious leaders believed the
“Jesus problem” would be solved if they arranged for Him to die. Pontius Pilate ordered Jesus’ execution in order to
avoid dealing with the whining of the Jews. The soldiers who hung Jesus up on the cross and watched until He died
happily noted His death because it meant they could head home after a long day. All of these hateful, denigrating and
despising people were glad to finally be done with Jesus. And they got their way. Jesus was dead.

But then something truly unexpected happened, something so beyond the realm of comprehension that all those in
authority gleeful Jesus was dead had no strategy for coping with what came next. Early Easter Sunday some women
went to put burial spices on the dead body of Jesus but to their shock, not only was the body gone but two men whose
clothes gleamed like lightning suddenly stood beside them. They told the women not to be shocked, Jesus was alive
just like He said would happen. He was in fact raised from the dead. 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the
hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again." (Luke 24: 7 NIV) And so He was!
Imagine the smirk on Jesus’ face as He stepped out of the tomb that Easter morning and gazed up into the heavens,
remembering all those who were convinced they made their lives better by killing Him. Can you see that slight grin on
His face as He stretched in the early morning hour and breathed deeply the cool spring air? He beat them all. Even
Satan could not stop Him and He must have smirked a bit as He looked around the cemetery where He had been
buried. He was not only alive, He conquered death altogether. And now he has made all of this plain to us by the
coming of our Savior Jesus Christ, who broke the power of death and showed us the way of everlasting life
through trusting him. (2 Timothy 1: 10 TLB)

Consider now why you can wear a smirk on your face when your faith in Jesus Christ risen from the dead is
questioned. The historical account of the Bible tells us that Mary Madgalene and several women met with Jesus after
He died and He was fully alive when He spoke with them. Not only that, all of the disciples except Judas Iscariot who
had killed Himself met with Jesus Christ several times after He died. But here is the kicker. Over five hundred others
also witnessed personally Jesus alive after He died. For what I received | passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared
to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have
fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15: 3-6 NIV) Take a deep breath and give this serious thought. Where did Christianity
start and explode in rapid growth? It was in Jerusalem, the very place where Jesus died; where He was hated by so
many and scorned as some kind of weirdo. But there were 500 people scattered throughout Jerusalem, talking to their
friends and neighbors and family members, telling them they certainly knew Jesus conquered death because they saw
Him. How could Christianity even have a chance in Jerusalem where Jesus died? Because there were those 500
witnesses living there. There is no rational explanation for Christianity having its fast start in Jerusalem except there
were too many who saw Him living after Easter to hold faith in Christ back. There is one more point to make about the
veracity of Easter in Jerusalem. One of those disciples who openly testified to seeing Jesus alive after He died was
James. James was arrested in Jerusalem and while in jail awaiting his execution he had plenty of time to think about
his testimony. Why not renounce it if it wasn't true? It would have saved his life. He didn’t. And because he didn’t he
was killed. It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to
persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. (Acts 12: 1-2 NIV) Why on
earth would James allow himself to be executed if he knew the story of Jesus raised from the dead was a joke? He
would not! Christianity would have died right then if James renounced the Easter story. He did not and instead it is in
Jerusalem that Christianity blew up and therein lies the foundation of Easter faith. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!
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