Warm Springs

-’

—

The Psychology of Common Sense
What Do You Know about the Sadducee Mindset?

When God called me into the ministry, | had no idea what that might mean. | was certain He wanted me to help people
and in doing so bring Christ and the witness of God into the work. | was not at all ashamed of the Gospel and was
convinced that it was necessary for salvation and the sort of life that was good and right. | went to a Christian college
so | could get a degree in psychology built on the foundations of the Bible and its understanding of human personality. |
was willing to go in any direction God wanted professionally except one. | would not spend my life doing public
speaking. | was not comfortable talking to an audience, | did not believe | had the skills needed to be successful at it
and common sense alone made it clear | would not and should not be a pastor. It was not reasonable that God would
want me to be a pastor, and | made it clear to Him and to others that was not a career path | would take. | do not
believe | am the only person who has relied on common sense to make decisions. Perhaps you too depend on
common sense to guide your life. Our Big Idea is not reasonable to many. When it is one or the other, choose God
SENnse Over common sense.

Common sense is the idea that many, if not all problems can be solved just by using your brain. We tend to think
others are not as good at mastering common sense as we are. Common sense is generally what | think is the best
thing to do in any given situation, not actually what everyone else would do; common sense is not really common. Itis
mostly your view of things because even if an action does not make “sense” to others, it makes sense to you. And that
is really what common sense is. Itis my view of things and my belief everyone should see it that way. Sometimes we
are right, our point of view is almost universally believed, but sometimes it isn’t. Commons sense is nothing more than
my take on something. The Sadducees of Jesus’ time were the ultimate common sense practitioners. They did not
think the resurrection of the dead was reasonable because it did not make sense to them, they did not think the books
of the Bible other than the first five were legitimately scripture because they did not agree with much found in them and
they were convinced there were no such thing as angels or demons. The Ten Commandments were reasonable to
them, so the Sadducees promoted them, and the Temple and the sacrificial system made sense so they utilized them
in their worship.

If there was ever a time in the history of the world that common sense dominated the way people live, it is now. Yet
the Bible is not a book of common sense. It is God sense throughout. The Scriptures are supernatural in character
and are not bound by what seems reasonable to the average person. When Moses faced a crisis because the three
million or more people of Israel were out in the desert without enough water, the Lord gave a solution that was not at all
common sense. "Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that
rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so
they and their livestock can drink." (Numbers 20: 8 NIV) This way of solving the problem of the lack of water did not
fitinto a commonsense paradigm and even Moses did not find this solution reasonable. It was not common sense, but
it was God sense and in fact the Israelites received a super abundance of water from that rock when God miraculously
intervened. The same was true when Israel began its conquest of Palestine and the Lord told Joshua, their leader, to
order the people to circle the city of Jericho and blow trumpets rather that set up siege works or try to storm the gates.
On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear
them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will
collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in." (Joshua 6: 4b-5 NIV) That was not a commonsense
directive and no one who heard this command would have seen this as reasonable or logical but it was to God
because that was His strategy for beginning the conquest.

The Bible understands how most will see its take on matters. God states it clearly. "For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. (Isaiah 55: 8 NIV) The Lord does not say “I'm sorry”
for seeing things differently than you and the Bible never apologizes for what it declares when it is not reasonable to
you or common sense. Even when everyone else thought the world was flat, the Bible declared it spherical and when
the leading scholars insisted there was no such city as Babylon, the Bible asserted there was, and of course modern
archeologists found it. The Bible’s approach to life is supernatural and does not apologize for it. It does not try to be a
commonsense approach to life but rather it is completely God sense: God's perspective, God’s insight, God’s way of
living. The mindset of those who embrace Christianity and are born again is not supposed to fit what everyone else
thinks. Itis by definition different because it springs from Christ who lives within. Here is the way a Christian sees
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things. When the nation of Judah was about to be attacked by an army far too powerful to defeat, rather than applying
common sense to their crisis situation, they sought God sense. King Jehoshaphat went to the Lord in prayer. O our
God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not
know what to do, but our eyes are upon you."” (2 Chronicles 20: 12 NIV) That is how it starts. You recognize you do
not have what it takes to get it right. You need the supernatural wisdom of God to direct your life and then you state
that to Christ immediately.

When David went up against Goliath, it was of course ridiculous. David’s brother gave the commonsense reaction to
David wanting to find out what the reward would be for fighting Goliath. "Why have you come down here?” (1
Samuel 17: 28b NIV) To him it was an absurdity that David was even there, let alone finding out about the benefits to
him if he beat Goliath. Commonsense rejected the idea of fighting Goliath. God sense was altogether different. God
sense attempts the impossible. God sense accomplishes what cannot be done. God sense is using the mind of Christ
to decide how you will live. When Ruth’s husband died and her Jewish mother-in-law decided to leave Moab and go
back to Bethlehem, her hometown, Ruth used not commonsense but God sense to go with her. Ruth was from Moab.
Her family lived there. Her language was spoken there, the sort of food she liked was cooked there, her friends were
there and people who knew and loved her were there. Rather than staying, Ruth followed the prompting of God and
left all that to go to a country where she would not know anyone other than her mother-in-law, where she might be
despised as a Moabite and where there was no promise of survival. She though rejected the insight of commonsense
which clearly her own mother-in-law embraced and instead followed God sense. "Look," said Naomi, "your sister-
in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her." But Ruth replied, "Don’t urge me to leave
you or to turn back from you. Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be my
people and your God my God. Where you die | will die, and there | will be buried. May the Lord deal with me,
be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me." (Ruth 1: 15-17 NIV

God doesn’t want you to be a weirdo doing all sorts of odd things just to be religiously different. He does expect you to
be completely loyal to Him and trust the Bible over your own opinions. Imagine having Albert Einstein at your disposal
to help you with your calculus class. But rather, because you have taken introduction to Algebra, you decided to use
your common sense to figure out the problems. You have Christ Himself, the author of your salvation and the Creator
of the universe at your disposal to go through life with you and show you the way whenever you wish. Which is the
smarter choice for you and your family...common sense or God sense? Would you rather be David taking out Goliath
or Eliab on the sidelines, watching as his brother becomes the hero, certain that common sense is the best way to go?
The Big Idea for today is this. When it is one or the other, choose God sense over common sense. This week make it
your pledge to God that you will give Him control of your life so that you can reach the potential He has in mind.
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