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Is Christianity For You?
Seriously...

My senior year of high school was a breeze because | basically was not doing any homework. It worked out fine for
me except for my math class which was the highest level math our school offered. It was taught by Miss Simms, not
very affectionately known as Sargeant Simms. She was in her fifties or sixties, wore her hair in a tall beehive and
never as | recall, smiled in class. The class was run like a military camp. Each day Miss Simms called on students to
work out homework problems on the board. As the semester moved along, | fell farther and farther behind and my
failing grade reflected perfectly the amount of effort | was putting into the class. One day, | was called upon to work out
a problem on the board in front of the class and it was disastrous. | stared at the problem and had no idea what to do.
After an excruciatingly long set of minutes trying to figure out what to do, finally Miss Simms asked me, “Mr. Walkup,
do you know what to do?” | had to admit | didn’t, and she told me to sit down. Later that week | was called into my
counselor's office and more politely than | deserved, he asked me, “Is this the class for you?” Our big idea for today is
this, Christ has the words of eternal life and He is the Lord for you.

John is the only one of the Gospel writers who documents a stunning moment not long before Jesus went to the cross.
The disciples were sitting around with Jesus waiting for the Passover meal to be served. Judas had left the group,
having decided to betray Christ to the Jewish leaders and without warning, Jesus got up, took off his outer clothing and
wrapped a towel around His waist. What He did next was incomprehensible to His disciples. After that, he poured
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around
him. (John 13: 5 NIV) | picture every disciple in stunned disbelief as Jesus made His way to each of them. Jesus was
doing what was not demanded of even servants, let alone great teachers like Jesus. When He came to Peter, the
disciple firmly insisted, "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." (John 13: 8a NIV) Undeterred, Jesus
made it clear Peter was being insubordinate. Jesus answered, "Unless | wash you, you have no part with me."
(John 13: 8b NIV) My daughter works with a medical team each Sunday that provides medical care for those living on
the streets in San Diego. Because foot damage and hygiene is such a prevalent problem among that population, the
staff literally wash the feet of those who come for care. How do you respond when Jesus tells you, like He did His
disciples, to do what you don’t want to do? Forgive someone who hurts you badly? Help someone who doesn't
deserve your time? Tithe? Get baptized? Talk to someone about Jesus? When God makes demands of you in the
Bible that seem unreasonable, how will you respond? |s Christianity for you?

A monumental fieldtrip to a mountain top led to a shocking letdown immediately after for the disciples who went. If you
have ever taken a vacation and then returned to work only for everything to immediately fall apart for you, then you
have an idea what the disciples experienced. You may wonder at those times, whether the vacation was even worth it,
your stress levels and troubles are just as bad if not worse than what they were before your “break from reality”. | once
went on a family camping trip but never really enjoyed it because | dreaded so badly returning to my work situation
back home. Jesus brought His disciples up on a mountain and Moses and Elijah, long dead, suddenly showed up
there. Peter, James and John were in great awe and for a brief moment, they forgot about all the pressures they faced
down below. And then a bright cloud enveloped Jesus and a voice within the cloud made an awe inspiring declaration
about Jesus. "This is my Son, whom I love; with him | am well pleased. Listen to him!" (Matthew 17: 5b NIV) It
was such a soul gripping moment that all the disciples fell to their knees in awe over the supernatural event they
witnessed. All the excitement though came to a screeching halt when they got down to the valley below and a demon
possessed man revealed the failures of Jesus’ other disciples. The ones who did not go with Jesus up on the
mountain were confronted in the valley below by the terrors of demonic oppression and they could do nothing to stop it.
Sometimes you will experience the mountaintops of faith where everything is right and your enthusiasm is at an all-time
high. But then, without warning you find yourself in the demon possessed valley where everything goes wrong. You
lose your temper, you swear, you come up against a seemingly hopeless circumstance, your faith starts to wither over
the immensity of the problems you face and it can seem like God is gone. When your mountaintop experience with
Jesus is a distant memory and troubles crash down upon you, how will you respond? Is Christianity for you then?

At some point, Jesus began to insist to His disciples that He was going to die. From that time on Jesus began to

explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. (Matthew 16:
21 NIV) None of them could believe what they were hearing and Peter speaking for them all, fired back. Peter took
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him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!" (Matthew 16: 22
NIV) It was of course disgraceful and wrong-headed for Peter to reprimand Jesus. What we must acknowledge is that
Peter was speaking his mind. That was how he felt and certainly he was not alone in his feelings among the disciples.
This was not Peter’s plan for Jesus. He was the Messiah, and this meant that Jesus would drive the Romans out of
Israel. He would restore Jerusalem and the entire nation to its place of prominence in the world. Jesus would cast out
the corrupt and unholy spiritual leaders of the nation, take away the power of the ungodly priests and bring Israel back
to God. A holy revival would come to the world through Jesus, victory was assured for God’s Kingdom. There will
come, and it may have already taken place, when your view of how things should go isn’t the same as that of Jesus.
God's plan is not yours. | receive video clips of worship services around the world, and | must say the hype machine of
many churches is running full speed ahead. Speakers promise those in the congregation that all their plans will come
to pass, they will receive from God everything they want and nothing they attempt to do will fail. It is tough to watch
sometimes as pastors promise their parishioners the world if they have enough faith. Just a short tour of the Bible
reminds us that God’s plans often are not the plans of His people, even the best men and women of faith. You can be
certain that you will experience this. You will be greatly disappointed by how actually things go for you and will find out
your plans are not God’s. What will you do then? Can you accept a life with God that will not go as you hope? That is
how it is in God’s Kingdom. Is Christianity for you?

The Bible tells us that there was a point when Jesus’ teachings were too hard for many of those following Him to
accept so they left Him. From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. (John 6:
66 NIV) Many find Jesus too hard to follow. They don't agree with the Bible. They have not seen prayers answered as
they expected. They are disappointed with what God has done with them. At some point they decide Christianity is
not for them. But then there are those like Peter who make the same determination you might make. Simon Peter
answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you
are the Holy One of God." (John 6: 68-69 NIV) The question for you is not whether or not you agree with God on how
your life is going. It is not even if everything in the Bible makes sense to you. You must decide if Jesus Christ has the
words of eternal life. Is Christianity for you? If so, then follow Him without reservation and accept by faith, the path He
has you take. Our big idea today is this. Christ has the words of eternal life and He is the Lord for you. You may not
always understand or even agree with what God does with you. Don’t worry. You are not alone, but Jesus is eternal
life and He will in the end make all things right for you. Just ask Moses. He seemed to be doing just fine when he met
with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.
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