Warm Springs

-’

—

Integrity
Who Are You Really?

Years ago, | took a year long break from college in order to earn enough money to go back to college. | worked full-
time for a company that rented tractor trailers to large trucking companies. My job was to inspect each trailer when it
was rented out to note its condition and then when it was brought back | again inspected it to see what sort of condition
it was when returned. At the time, our nation faced a major gas crisis and there were lines of cars going around the
block trying to buy gas. To alleviate the congestion, a law was enacted that car owners could only buy gas based on
the last number or letter of their license plate. Odd numbers could get gas on odd days and even numbers or those
ending with a letter would buy gas on even numbered days. There were three others who worked at the site where |
worked. One was a district manager, the second the operational manager and the third was someone who had a
similar job as me. The district manager was out of gas and he told me to switch his license plate with that of the
operational manager so he could get gas as it was not his day. My faith in Christ was expanding greatly and | was
already called by God into ministry. This was of course illegal for them to do and | refused. | thought | was going to
lose my job on the spot. When we think of integrity, we generally see it as doing what is right or following basic moral
principles such as being honest. For the purposes of this discussion integrity is the balance of your inner and outer
state. Integrity is morality lived in you and out of you, holiness that has you completely in its grip. Our big idea today is
this. Maximize your life by making the most of having Christ in you.

Jesus had some harsh words to say to the Jewish religious leaders. "Woe to you, teachers of the law and
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the
inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to
people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” (Matthew 23: 27-28 NIV) We
use the term hypocrite to describe someone who behaves in one way but the rest of the time lives differently. Itis a
lack of integrity between their outer and inner lives that brought out Jesus’ ire. These religious leaders neither
practiced what they preached nor had any real loyalty to God. If they had, they would have put their faith in Christ as
the Messiah. Rather, their craving for power and the admiration of other Jews was more important to them than
actually knowing and loving God. Before we come to Christ for salvation, our inner world is full of chaos. Much like
what God describes as the condition of the world before he prepared it for his people to live there, our hearts are
fractured by sin. That doesn’t mean those without Christ don’t have the appearance of an ordered life; they may have
a quite exemplary look to them. Without Christ living inside them, they live as Solomon, without perhaps his riches or
acclaim.

We know of Solomon as the greatest ruler of his time, recognized for his world renowned intelligence and wealth. He
was a true success story who had the Lord Himself to mentor him. The way God responded to Solomon as he prayed
upon the dedication of the Temple he had built is captivating. When Solomon finished praying, fire came down
from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.
The priests could not enter the temple of the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled it. (2 Chronicles 7; 1-2
NIV) God even personally promised Solomon great wisdom and wealth in a dream. Yet Solomon’s inner world lacked
integrity with his outer world. He became destitute morally, spiritually and psychologically. His book of Ecclesiastes
warns us of what happens if we lack integrity. Solomon admitted that despite having it all, wealth, renown, incredible
knowledge, countless lovers and entertainers who filled his free time with singing and laughter, he was pretty
miserable. So | hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is
meaningless, a chasing after the wind. (Ecclesiastes 2: 17 NIV) Despite Solomon’s beautiful prayers recorded in 2
Chronicles, he had an inner world full of chaos and disorder. Rather than developing a deeper relationship with God
as he grew older, Solomon drifted away from Him and it led to Solomon lacking integrity which wrecked him.

God's design for you is beautifully described in the book of John. In John 4 is the account of Jesus’ conversation with
the woman at the well. Despite the fact that she certainly did not fit the profile the Jewish religious leaders accepted as
those deemed worthy to have anything good come to them from God, Jesus made a great promise to her. Jesus came
to a well and a Samaritan woman showed up while He was waiting for the disciples. Jesus asked for a drink as she
had a jar for drawing water out of the well, but the woman was shocked He was even talking to her because of the
great hatred many Jews had for Samaritans. Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that
asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." "Sir," the woman
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said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his
flocks and herds?" Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life." (John 4:10-14 NIV)

What Jesus described here is the inward working of the Holy Spirit filling those who put their faith in Christ for
salvation. This is the ordering of your inner world through the removal of Sin and the entrance of God. It is like a
hoarder house emptied of all the junk and cleaned, then coming to live with you is someone who makes you
completely new, transforms your personality and guards and directs your life in love and wisdom. You can never be
right until the Holy Spirit comes into you when you are born again. Jesus calls this living water...the filling of the Holy
Spirit and the cleansing of your inner world. You cannot be right until God is worked in you through faith. But then
comes the second part of integrity. God works His way out of you. On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus
stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as
the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this he meant the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had
not yet been glorified. (John 7: 37-39 NIV) What you become is a fountain of as Jesus put it, “living water”. It is now
the Holy Spirit living in you transforming you within so that what begins to come out of you is the same nature as what
is inside you, God’s nature and character.

Let me illustrate this with an actual example of what is described. Saul, who later became Paul, felt quite good about
himself. He was a law abiding Jewish teacher who developed a great hatred toward the Christians who were springing
up everywhere in Jerusalem and beyond. He was among those who supported the murder of Stephen, one of the
early leaders of the Christian community and he used his prestige to organize the imprisonment of Christians. And
Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried
Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he
dragged off men and women and put them in prison. (Acts 8:1-3 NIV) What was in Saul was chaos, life without
God. Although he believed he was fully a person of God, what came out of him was like poison from a viper bringing
chaos and destruction. After he was born again, Saul, now Paul, described what it was like to live in chaos, without
integrity. We know that the law is spiritual; but | am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. | do not understand
what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but what | hate | do. And if | do what | do not want to do, | agree
that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. (Romans 7: 14-17 NIV)
Without the Holy Spirit within managing your inner world, there is no telling what might come out of you or even more
s0, what may stir up inside you. He put it even more bluntly what it is like not having God shaping what is in you when
he stated this. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy;
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the
kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:19-21 NIV) Of course not everyone who does not have the Holy Spirit within acts out in
all these ways but honestly anything is possible when God does not remake you when you are born again.

Paul gives us a glimpse into what sort of person you will be like when you are born again, and it is wonderful to
consider. Your inner and outer self can match each other and have the characteristics of God. But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against
such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. (Galatians 5: 22-25 NIV)
Paul knew what he was like without the Holy Spirit living within him and how it was with the Holy Spirit having complete
freedom to work inside him. The choice is integrity or chaos. What is striking is this tremendous revelation found here.
If God’s plan for you is that out of you all the goodness and even the greatness of the Holy Spirit will pour out of you
into the world, then there is no telling what God can do through you; what miraculous works He can generate. Here is
the big idea. Maximize your life by making the most of having Christ in you. Open up your heart to the Holy Spirit and
become fully alive with Him living in and through you.
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